AMENDED IN ASSEMBLY APRIL 2, 2009

CALIFORNIA LEGISLATURE—2009—10 REGULAR SESSION

ASSEMBLY BILL No. 1350

Introduced by Assembly Member Blakeslee

February 27, 2009

An act to add Chapter 6 7 (commencmg with Sectlon 25580) to DIVISIOI‘]
15 of the Public Resources Code, relating to energy.

LEGISLATIVE COUNSEL’S DIGEST

AB 1350 as amended, Blakeslee. Energy:—sustainable—biofuel
- regional mitigation.

The Callfornla Enwronmental Quality Act (CEQA) requires a lead
agency, as defined, to prepare, or cause to be prepared, and certify the
completion of, an environmental impact report (EIR) on a project that
it proposes to carry out or approve that may have a significant effect
on the environment or to adopt a negative declaration if it finds that
the project will not have that effect. Except as provided, CEQA requires
the lead agency to mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the
environment of a project it carries out or approves whenever feasible
to do so. CEQA also requires a lead agency to prepare a mitigated
negative declaration for a project that may have a significant effect on
the environment if revisions in the project would avoid or mitigate that
effect and there is no substantial evidence that the project, as revised,
would have a significant effect on the environment.

The California Renewables Portfolio Standard Program requires a
retail seller of electricity, including electrical corporations, community
choice aggregators, and electric service providers, to purchase a
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specified minimum percentage of electricity generated by eligible
renewable energy resources, as defined, in any given year as a specified
percentage of total kilowatthours sold to retail end-use customers each
calendar year.

This bill would authorize the State Energy Resources Conservation
and Development Commission to communicate, coordinate, and work
with specified entities to consider and implement mitigation
requirements on a regional basis for projects proposing to develop
eligible renewable energy resources for the purposes of the California
Renewables Portfolio Standard Program. The bill would authorize the
commission to execute an agreement, memorandum of its understanding,
or other similar instrument memorializing it understanding of any
communication, coordination, or implementation activities with other
state agencies for the purposes of meeting mitigation requirements on
a regional basis.
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Vote: majority. Appropriation: no. Fiscal committee: yes.
State-mandated local program: no.
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The people of the State of California do enact as follows:

SECTION 1. Chapter 6.7 (commencing with Section 25580)
is added to Division 15 of the Public Resources Code, to read:

CHAPTER 6.7. REGIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL MITIGATION

25580. (a) The commission may communicate, coordinate,
and work with the Natural Resources Agency, the Wildlife
Conservation Board, the Department of Fish and Game, and other
appropriate federal, state, or local governments, including
interested stakeholders, to consider and implement mitigation
requirements, including those required under the California
Environmental Quality Act (Division 13 (commencing with Section
21000)) on a regional basis for projects proposing to develop
eligible renewable energy resources for the purposes of the
California Renewables Portfolio Standard Program (Article 16
(commencing with Section 399.11) of Chapter 2.3 of Part 1 of
Division 1 of the Public Utilities Code) that may include both of
the following:

(1) ldentification of priority areas for mitigation, using
information from the agencies and departments identified in this
subdivision, as well as from other sources.

(2) Utilization of existing conservation programs of the agencies
and departments identified in this subdivision.

(b) The commission may execute an agreement, a memorandum
of understanding, or other similar instrument to memorialize its
understanding of any communication, coordination, or
implementation activities with other state agencies for the purposes
of meeting mitigation requirements on a regional basis.

(c) This section does not interfere with, or prevent the existing
authority of, an agency or department to carry out its programs,
projects, or responsibilities to identify, review, approve, deny, or
implement any mitigation requirements.
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